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2024 and 2025 Fluke
Regulations are Official

3 Fluke at 18" or greater
Season: May 4 to September 25

Jersey Coast Shark Anglers
2024 Tournament Schedule

Kids Fishing Fever - July 20
Flukin' Fiesta - August 17
Striper Fever - November 2-9

For information go to www.jcsa.org

(p) 201.836.2100 x2118 Forked River Tuna Club
201.446.904

g%) S 590267 2024 Tournament Schedule
War at the Shore Meeting - March 17

13\16J302222r Lane Teancck, Fishing and Hunting Flea Market - April 6
Bi-Club Fluke Tournament - July 27

sandel@otterstedt.com Tuna Tournament - August 24, 25

www.otterstedt.com Tournament Rain Date - August 31, Sept. 1

Charles (Chuck) Santoro Mark Your Calendar

Insurance Specialist
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$500+ JCAA SPONSORS
Full Business Card AD

Chuck Santoro

Fisherman Headquarters

Fish Hawks

Forked River Tuna Club

Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat Association
Hi-Mar Striper Club

Janice and Joe Blaze

Jersey Coast Shark Anglers

$100+ JCAA SPONSORS

Bayshore Anglers Assoc., P.O. Box, 94, Middletown, NJ
Berkeley Striper Club

Betty & Nick's Bait & Tackle, Seaside Park, NJ, (732) 793-2708
Jon Brunetti, Lakewood, NJ

Delaware River Shad Fishermens Assn., Allentown, PA, www.drsfa.org
Harold Dill, Bricktown, NJ

Bill Dolan, Waretown, NJ

Len Fantasia, Wave Dancer, Atlantic Highlands, NJ

Fins on Feathers Charters, Capt. Frank Tenore, (973) 763-2876
Fishin' Physicians

Bruce Freeman, Lavallette, NJ

John J. Gilchrist Architect PC Montvale, NJ

Mark Goehring, Indian Mills, NJ

In Memory of Betty Henze, Lafayette Hill, PA

In Memory of Tom Ortman. A great fisherman, a great guy!
In Memory of Randy Minix , Gibbstown, NJ

Hudson River Fisherman's Association, Cresskill, NJ

L Raymond Humphreys, Jr., Pennsville, NJ

Greg & Linda Jewell, Freehold

NJ Long Beach Island Fishing Club

Harvey Yenkinson, West Chester, PA

Capt. Frank Tenore, Fins on Feathers Charters

Leonardo State Marina

Manasquan River Marlin &Tuna Club

Manasquan Fishing Club

Ocean Beach Volunteer Fire Co. 3

On Behalf of William "Bronco" Bell

Paul Olsen, Lanoka Harbor, NJ

Raymond Onofrio, Voorhees, NJ

Joseph Palumbo, West Orange, NJ

Todd Piasecki, Little Falls, NJ

Michael Revesz, SW-Life Science Lab Equipment, (877) 737-3211
Russell Samano, Millville, NJ

Richard Savacool, Lavallette, NJ

Paul Shafer, Bethel, CT

George S. Smith Jr., Morganville, NJ

Phil Simon, Skillman, NJ

South West Science, Roebling, NJ

Sunshine Organization

Village Harbour Fishing Club, Manahawkin, NJ

In Memory of Bruce Wagner

West Orange Anglers, West Orange, NJ, (793) 669-6799

A Saltwater Anglers Club

New Members Welcome

Go to www.FISHHAWKSNJ.com

Meetings are at 7:30 PM on the first Thursday of the month at
the Lacey Elks, Forked River, NJ

$250+ JCAA SPONSORS
Half Business Card AD

Beach Haven Charter Fishing Association

Bi-State Shad Fishing Contest, eric@shadfishingcontest.com, (610) 762-0440
New Jersey Beach Buggy Association

Raritan Bay Anglers Club

Paul Shafer, Bethel, CT

$50 JCAA Sponsors

Asbury Park Fishing Club, Asbury Park, NJ 732-988-0121
Association of Surf Angling Clubs, www.asaconline.org
Barnegat Fishin' Hole, www.BarnegatFishinHole.com
Howard Beeferman, Monroe, NJ

Belmar Fishing Club, P.O. Box 38, Belmar 07719
Michael Blonske, Morrisville, PA

Bradley Beach Surf Casters, Neptune, NJ

Vito F. Cardinale, Red Bank, NJ

Michael Colucci, Brick, NJ

Jim Davis, Port Monmouth, NJ

Daniel DeChurch, Moorestown, NJ

David Dowd, Orange, NJ

William M. Feinberg, Ocean City, NJ

Exton Window Cleaning & Exton Building Maintenance, Exton, PA
Fortescue Captains & Boat Owners Assn, NJ

F.U.B Divers, Neptune, NJ

Dr. Joel Gelbman

The Geld Family, Elkins Park, PA

Jean A. Hasslinger, In Memory of Ed Anderson
Lagoon View Yacht Club, Waretown, NJ, lagoonviewyachtclub.org
Bob Lick, Cheyenne, WY

In Memory of Joe Kunz, Donated by David Strom & Laura
Greenwald Bruce Halstater, Norwood, NJ

Michele A. Kohler

James Krauss, Atlantic Highlands

Richard Lippo, Mount Laurel, NJ

Wilson L. Mathis, Barrington, NJ

Randy Minix, Gibbstown, NJ

Picatinny Saltwater Sportsman Club

Point Pleasant Fishing Club, rmazz1428@gmail.com
Newark Bait & Flycasting Club

New Jersey Beach Buggy Association

Round Valley Trout Association, Lebanon, NJ
Saltwater Anglers of Bergen County

Louis Schott, Galloway Twp

Schuyler Tuna Fishing Club

Seaside Heights Fishing Club

Richard Secare, West New York, NJ

Shore Aquatic Club, Sea Girt, NJ

Silverton Fishing Club, Toms River, NJ

David Strom, Jr., West Orange, NJ

South Jersey Saltwater Anglers

Surf Kings Fishing Club

Douglas Vitale In Memory of Bruce Vitale Women's

Surf Fishing Club of NJ, www.wsfcnj.org

New Jersey Beach Buggy Association
P. O. Box 511, Seaside Park, NJ 08752
BUGGY Membership Info: Ken Hollins 732-814-
7021 www.NJBBA.org
Fighting for Beach Access & Conservation Since 1954

Raritan Bay Anglers Club
PO Box 546
Perth Amboy, NJ 08862-0546
Membership Info: Don Beyer 908-494-0980
www.raritanbayanglersfishingclub.com
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Official Newspaper of the JERSEY COAST ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
(Published on March 26th, 2024)

"WORKING FOR MARINE RECREATIONAL ANGLERS"

JCAA REGULAR MEETING

March 26th, 2024, 7:30pm
Jersey Coast Shark Anglers Building
385 Herbertsville Rd, Brick, NJ 08724
or via Zoom, for link contact:
tothjohn@verizon.net or mtsport64@aol.com

NEXT JCAA BOARD MEETING
Thursday, April 12th

OFFICIAL NEWSPAPER OF THE

JERSEY COAST ANGLERS ASSOC.
c/o Info Age, 2201 Marconi Road
Wall, NJ 07719
Phone 732-506-6565  Fax 732-506-6975

Publisher Tom Fote, Editor Paul Turi

This publication is printed and mailed one week prior
to each regular monthly meeting of the Jersey Coast
Anglers Association. One of the prime goals of JCAA
is to get accurate information into public hands as soon
as possible.

Anyone wishing to reproduce any part of this
newsletter has the permission of the JCAA and the
authors. Wherever possible, please credit the JCAA
Newsletter as your information source.

JCAA General Membership Meetings are for club
representatives and invited guests only. These meetings
are not open to the general public. If you would like to
attend as a guest, call the President at 908-913-0551 or
Tom Fote at (732) 270-9102 before the meeting date to
ask permission.
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2023 OFFICERS

President Mark Taylor 732-245-9445
1 V.P. Greg Kucharewski 732-429-9637
2M VP, Don Marantz 908-347-1434
Treasurer Doug Tegeder 732-575-2661
Rec. Sec.

Cors. Sec.

Mem. Sec. John Toth 732-656-0139

Committee and Chairpersons listed on last page

‘ IMPORTANT DATES I

March 26" JCAA General Meeting

April 6" NJ Opening Day for Trout

April 12" JCAA Board Meeting

April 29%"-May 2" ASMFC Spring Meeting

April 30" JCAA General Meeting

May 9" JCAA Board Meeting

May 19" Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament
@IBSP

May 28™ JCAA General Meeting

2024 & 2025
Fluke Regulations Set
By Paul Haertel

It was standing-room-only at the Galloway Public
Library for the New Jersey Marine Fisheries Council
meeting on 3/7/24. There were another 145 people who
attended via webinar. The big item on the agenda was
that the fluke regulations were going to be set for both
2024 and 2025. Those who attended in person were
given the first opportunity to voice their opinions on the
six options, followed by those who attended via
webinar. Almost everyone spoke in favor of option 32
with 3 fluke at 18” or greater and a season beginning
on 5/4 and ending on 9/25. Jeff Brust, Chief of our
Bureau of Marine Fisheries also reported that they had
received over 650 email comments with 68.7% of them
favoring that same option. Additionally, each council
member was given a package containing 165 pages of
comments received via email for them to consider.
Ultimately, the motion for this option passed though
one council member voted against it because he felt that
with the long season, we might harvest too many fish
which could hurt us in the future. Two other council
members “reluctantly” voted yes as they felt that we
should be able to “do better”. Kudos to the NJMFC and
the BMF though for getting the public more involved
and voting in favor of the option that the overwhelming
majority of people preferred. Therefore, our fluke
regulations for both 2024 and 2025 are as follows:



mailto:tothjohn@verizon.net
mailto:mtsport64@aol.com

3 fluke at 18” or greater with a season
beginning on 5/4 and ending on 9/25. The
special regulations for Delaware Bay (3 fish
17” or greater) and Island Beach State Park (2
fish 16” or greater) are expected to remain
the same.

Regarding sea bass, we will be able to change the
regulations in 2025 for better or worse. However, the
sea bass regulations for 2024 will remain exactly the
same as they were in were in 2023.

e 127" for all seasons

e 5/17-6/19 (10 fish)

e 7/1-8/31 (1 fish)

e 10/1-10/31 (10 fish)

e 11/1-12/31 (15 fish)

The NJMFC also set the Scup (Porgy) regulations for
2024 and 2025. Note that the Scup regulations will not
go into effect until our DEP Commissioner signs off on
them. That might take up to a few weeks.

e 10” minimum size for both seasons
e 1/1-6/30 (10 fish)
e 9/1-12/31 (10 fish)

President’s Report

By Mark Taylor

There are a lot of things that happened in the month of
March. JCAA had a booth at the Atlantic City Boat
Show February 28th to March 3rd and Saltwater
Fishing Expo March 15th to 17th. We also had a table
at the Fish Hawks Saltwater Anglers 20th Annual Flea
Market on March 2nd. I would like to thank those that
took time out of their busy schedule to volunteer a few
hours working these events for JCAA. There should be
more people like them. There will be a more detailed
article in next month’s newsletter.

On March 7th the New Jersey Marine Council
had their meeting setting the regulations for Years
2024 plus 2025 for Fluke (Summer Flounder) and
Scup. Sea Bass regulations were also finalized but only
for 2024. I was glad to see and hear about how many
anglers participated by submitting comments. This
shows that the recreational community can still come

together and get involved. Do not let it end there, stay
involved if you want to have a future of fishing for days
to come.

JCAA will be having their election for year
2024 Officers at the March 26th General Membership
Meeting. We need to have all club representatives be
at that meeting either in person or by zoom. The
meeting will be starting at 7:30pm. I will be looking
forward to having a great attendance.

As was mentioned in the last few newsletters
that Jersey Coast Anglers Association has a new office
in Wall Township. We are still getting the office ready
for meetings as needed. I order to do that there is some
work that needs to be done. I am asking for volunteers
that can assist in making this happen. If you are
interested, please reach out to me at 732-245-9445 and
I can explain more.

This is a reminder that JCAA will not be having
our Annual Fluke Tournament. Without having this
event we need to make other events and fundraisers
more successful. One of the fundraisers that is
currently underway is our High Roller Raffle which
has some great prizes — usually totaling over $3000 in
value. The drawing is July 11th. If you have not
purchased some raffle tickets let me know and I will
make sure you get them.

I want you to clear your schedule and mark
your calendars for these next events. I know it may
seem early to think about them, but it is not. First in
August we will be holding the Heavy Hitters
Tournament, more details to come. On November
10th, 2024, JCAA will be having its Annual
Sportsperson of the Year Dinner. This is an
outstanding event every year. Make sure you plan to
participate in both.

As the weather has not always been what we
are looking for, we need to schedule tasks to be done
for the upcoming season. As we all know year after
year somehow, we still get the tasks done. I hope you
all have a safe and enjoyable fishing season.

Get Involved, unite as a community so the
future of recreational fishing as we know it will
not be gone.

Important Information: The next meeting is
scheduled for April 30th at 7:30pm and will be held in
person at 385 Herbertsville Rd., Brick, NJ 08724.
(Hybrid Meeting)



Position Statement on

Offshore Wind Energy
Updated October 2023

American Sportfishing Association

Offshore Wind Energy (OWE) development has
rapidly expanded with almost 50 leased projects
Nationwide. Increased renewable energy standards
at both the state and federal levels are fueling
continued investments in OWE.

The Atlantic region continues to lead OWE, but
recent lease sales along both the Gulf of Mexico and
the West Coast demonstrate the national scope of this
evolving issue. OWE technology has focused on
shallower fixed turbine installations because they’re
secured directly into the seabed. However, with
roughly two-thirds of the Nation’s OWE potential
existing over deep water, there 1is significant
motivation to advance floating OWE technology -
where turbines are on floating platforms anchored to
the seabed with cables. The considerations
articulated in our initial position statement are readily
adaptable to floating OWE applications (see
Appendix A). Furthermore, ASA plans to continue to
update these considerations to align with
advancements in floating OWE technology. In the
interim, this update focuses on the need to revisit the
OWE stakeholder engagement model.

Since ASA’s initial position statement in July 2019,
the working relationship between the recreational
fishing community, OWE developers, and state and
federal permitting agencies has reached an all-time
low. Wind is a widely available renewable resource,
so there's absolutely no excuse for neglecting
stakeholder engagement and feedback when
developing  offshore ~ wind energy (OWE)
responsibly. We urge state and federal permitting
agencies and OWE developers to revisit the
stakeholder engagement model to make it more
meaningful and impactful to achieve promises of co-
existence between these two industries. We offer the
following recommendations as opportunities to
advance this goal.

Recommendations:

1. The Bureau for Ocean Energy Management
(BOEM) must enhance its communication and

outreach materials for stakeholders in the OWE
process. We suggest consulting the Atlantic
States Marine Fisheries Commission’s website
for information organization ideas.

2. The Bureau for Ocean Energy Management must
establish clear guidance and permitting criteria
that mandate OWE developers to
comprehensively assess recreational fishing
activity within lease areas.

3. BOEM, NOAA Fisheries and OWE developers
must establish research priorities and partner with
the recreational industry to systematically gather
and analyze spatially and temporally explicit data
on recreational fishing activity (i.e., private and
for hire) within leases instead of relying on
existing datasets (e.g., Marine Recreational
Information Program) that are insufficient to
meet recommendation 2.

4. BOEM must require OWE developers to
establish a formal independent mediation process
that works to resolve disagreements between the
recreational fishing community and OWE
developers on all topics and through all phases of
OWE development, otherwise, it’s clear these
projects will likely be brought to litigation as has
already occurred.

5. NOAA Fisheries must provide resources to the
regional fishery management councils to
establish an OWE Council Committee and
Advisory Panel to better align OWE development
with the federal/state fishery management
process.

Appendix A: Considerations for OWE development
from ASA’s July 2019 position statement.

Access Plan — the area around the wind energy
infrastructure (e.g., turbines, transmission cable runs)
are governed by the United States Coast Guard and the
developers. To ensure maximum fishing access, ASA
recommends,

e that recreational fishing access near wind energy
infrastructure be allowed to the maximum extent
possible.

¢ the developers create an access plan that clearly
documents the allowable use at all stages of the
project (pre-construction, construction, operation
and deconstruction).


https://www.energy.gov/eere/wind/articles/offshore-wind-market-report-2023-edition#:%7E:text=As%20of%20May%2031%2C%202023,state%20and%20federal%20permitting%20processes%2C
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e the developers form an access plan committee
that includes representation from the recreational
fishing and boating community.

e ifaccess must be restricted for safety reasons, we
recommend those restrictions do not overlap with
established fishing seasons.

Monitoring Plan — there are many unknowns
regarding how OWE projects will impact the
ecosystem including, but not limited to, fish
distribution and abundance, habitat availability, and
recreational and commercial fisheries. ASA
recommends,

e coordinating with scientific advisors from
industry, state and federal agencies and academic
institutions to establish standardized survey
designs during all phases of the project and
across all seasons.

e coordinating across adjacent lease areas to
establish comprehensive monitoring plans that
enable the analysis of cumulative impacts.

e providing a clear process for the involvement of
stakeholder groups including the recreational
fishing and boating community.

e using existing survey data where applicable.

Construction and Operations Plan — engagement
with recreational fishing stakeholders is essential to
minimizing impacts during the construction and
operation phase of the project. ASA recommends,

e cstablishing transit lanes to ensure safe
navigation between inshore fishing ports and
offshore fishing grounds.

e siting and spacing the turbines to minimize
impacts to known fishing grounds and allow safe
drift fishing and maneuvering when fishing for
large pelagic fish species.

e cstablishing optimal construction times that
avoids existing fishing seasons.

¢ using foundation and scour pads that maximize
available habitat to fishes.

e transmission cable runs that avoid areas of
essential fish habitat and are buried at a depth that
eliminates electromagnetic field impacts.

e decommission plans that fully consider the
importance of wind energy infrastructure to the
environment and ecosystem.

Mitigation Plan — the associated economic impacts
on the recreational fishing industry from OWE are
largely unknown. We recommend a comprehensive
mitigation plan that accounts for all known and
unknown impacts. ASA recommends,

e creating mitigation programs that offset impacts of
OWE on the recreational fishing community
through supplemental funding to state artificial
reef programs, support of stock assessment
surveys, recreational fishing and boating
infrastructure, and other efforts that support
recreational fishing and the marine resources.

o working with state and federal agencies to develop
bond criteria to be required of all offshore wind
facilities to ensure that adequate financial
resources are available to offset any unforeseen
impacts during the lifetime of the projects.

Proposed JCAA Bylaw Change

By Paul Haertel

At our January meeting, I proposed the following
bylaw change. The area in red shows the suggested
change. We will vote on it at our general membership
meeting on March 26", Once the bylaw change is
approved, we will hold our election of officers. There
will be no need to vote for President unless someone
other than Mark Taylor volunteers.

ARTICLE #7 - NOMINATIONS, ELECTIONS AND
TERMS OF OFFICE

Section 1 - Nominations:

1. No individual shall be eligible as a candidate for
Office whose member club was not a member in
good standing for at least one (1) year priorto an
election.

2. Nominations of individuals to fill Officer
positions shall be made annually in November by
the Nominating Committee. Nominations from
the general membership may be made at the
November and December meetings.

3. The President may be selected to succeed
himself (herself) only once and may serve for no
more than two full terms in succession, except
that he (she) may continue to serve until a




successor is elected. Any Officer may be selected
to succeed himself (herself) provided he (she)
has been nominated and elected by a ballot of
the majority of members present who are
entitled to vote.

Section 2 — Elections:

The Offices shall be filled by an election in December
by a majority vote of members.

Fisheries Management &
Legislative Report
By Tom Fote

American Sportfishing Association (ASA)

Some of the new club representatives do not know how
JCAA is involved with ASA. ASA was formed when
the two parts of the trade association, the Sportfishing
Institute and the segment that ran the trade show joined
together in the 90’s. 1 had been involved in the
Sportfishing Institute on their Government Affairs
Dialog Committee. It was an ad hoc committee that
consisted of members of the fishing industry and some
NGO’s which included JCAA. When ASA was
formed, they created a Government Affairs Committee
and JCAA was asked to serve with me serving as the
representative. I have been there from the beginning.
Let me be clear, ASA is the trade association
representing tackle manufacturers, some boat building
and manufacturers like Yamaha.

With the help of Gary Caput, Dick Weber, and
John Koegler, we got ASA and the NMMA (National
Marine Manufacturers Association) to sign a
memorandum of understanding that they would work
on issues that were important to boat builders and
recreational fishing. There are two of the most
important organizations representing anglers both fresh
and saltwater in Washington DC. If you want to learn
more about ASA, visit their site and sign up to get alerts
about what is happening in Washington DC as it relates
to boating and fishing and letters you should be writing.

In 2018 JCAA, RFA and some of the
manufacturers thought ASA should get more involved
with the issues around windmills being put into the
ocean. We worked for a year on a position paper that
was released in 2019. The position paper dealt with the
East Coast, the West Coast and the Gulf Coast. I was

on the committee that worked on this position. ASA
just updated their position and Mark Taylor and I had
an opportunity to give input. This position paper was
completed before JCAA took a public stand, but it does
include many of our concerns and asks many of our
questions. At the same time, I was working as a
member of MAFAC on their position paper. This
group consists of members of NGO’s but mostly
commercial and recreational anglers from the three
coasts. Their concerns are consistent with the ones
expressed by ASA and JCAA. That is why I am
including ASA’s updated position paper in this paper.

Sewers and Waters

Y ou might wonder why I have been talking about sewer
plants in the two most recent JCAA newspapers. JCAA
has been talking about sewer plants in the newspaper
since the mid 90’s.

In the late 80’s and early 90’s, I represented
JCAA in developing the Barnegat Bay Watershed Plan
that was used to put Barnegat Bay in the Estuary
Program, now called the Barnegat Bay Partnership.
JCAA has been represented on the BBP Advisory
Committee since it was formed. I served on the policy
committee of the Barnegat Bay Program until I
resigned after 18 years as the citizen member. I still
represent JCAA on the advisory committee.

In the early discussions, a few of the Sewer
Utility Authorities had members on the advisory
committee. They were expressing their concerns to me
about the amount of water being withdrawn from the
aquifer and being dumped into the and had questions
about how to recharge the aquifer. I learned that all the
sewer plants along the NJ coast do not dump into the
bays or estuaries but instead dump their effluent about
a mile offshore. I said it was billions of gallons in the
last newspaper, [ checked my research and have
included the accurate information below.

In our research in 1998 we found that New
Jersey’s coastal sewer plants discharge a significant
amount of treated wastewater, also known as effluent,
into the Atlantic Ocean. In 1998, 16 ocean
dischargers in New Jersey released a total of
approximately 170 million gallons of treated
wastewater per day into the ocean. This amounts to a
staggering 65 billion gallons of effluent pumped into
our_ocean in that year alone. To put this into
perspective, if we were to pour all 65 billion gallons of
freshwater effluent into milk gallon jugs and line them
up end to end, they would stretch 10,258,838 miles —
that’s enough to circle the Earth 412 times.
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In 1998 we were trying to come up with simple
solutions like using the effluent to water golf courses or
recharging the aquifer. But I discovered we couldn’t
use the effluent because it still contained endocrine
disrupters and other chemicals despite being treated
with the current process. What I realized was that we
only treated sewer for human waste and to get rid of
diseases it contained.

Below are articles from 2004 and there are other
articles you can see on the JCAA archives including my
Congressional Testimony that the problems they are
causing with fish reproduction. If you want it, let me
know and I will send it to you.

Because of the cost of retrofitting sewer plants
to deal with these issues in astronomical, everyone just
gave up. [ am still concerned because although we are
protecting the bays and estuaries, we are dumping all of
this material into the ocean. There is also the issue that
there are rivers everywhere that get this discharge that
are then supplying our drinking water. This is the
nursery area for many of our fish populations and a
place where many fish come in and out. This is having
an impact on the reproduction of fish and is beginning
to impact on our reproduction. You can find these
articles on the JCAA website. Look for the China and
European studies on sperm counts. The reason I am
bringing this up again is that a recent Philadelphia
Inquirer article (included below) explains why we are
seeing so much flooding and will see more. It mentions
sea level rise but its real focus is how New Jersey is
sinking due to the amount of water being pumped out
of the aquifer. If JCAA wants to look at this topic
again, [ am willing to take the lead, but I need help. I
have a lot of the research and studies on this topic.

I aways say I got involved in JCAA in 1983
because striped bass and menhaden but had to broaden
my research and expertise in fishing contaminants,
sewer plants, climatology, oceanology, power plants,
forestry and population dynamics in 40 years. I have
met a lot of great scientists over the years from NOAA,
EPA, USF&WS, the States Fish & Wild Agencies
along three coasts and professors for many colleges and
universities. 1 have to thank them for the great
education they have given me over the years. It started
with Bruce Freeman and Axle Carlson taking me to the
MAFMC & ASMFC meetings we were going to and
giving me hours of fish lectures on the way there and
back. Bruce a scientist and Axle a retired commercial
fisherman, mayor, and a member of NJMFC and
MAFMC. What a start to my education.

Getting Involved

I just covered two important topics that need JCAA’s
involvement. JCAA is dealing with at least 15 species
of fish and marine issues. Access, habitat, striped bass,
summer flounder, black seabass, sharks and tuna are
just a few. We used to have committees with chairmen
to deal with many of our issues. Over the years the
committee chairs have retired or passed away. That has
left a huge void in our leadership and our public
presence. When John Koegler passed away many years
ago, I started looking for someone to take over highly
migratory species. I am still looking, and that job is not
getting done. A few of us are in our late 70’s and 80’s
and we need younger members to step up. If there is a
topic that is of interest to you, please volunteer. Just let
us know.

ASMFC Spring Meeting
Meeting Info and Agenda

The Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission’s
Spring Meeting will be April 29 - May 2, 2024, at The
Westin Crystal City, located at 1800 Richmond
Highway, Arlington, VA.

The agenda is subject to change. Bulleted items
represent the anticipated major issues to be discussed
or acted upon at the meeting. The final agenda will
include additional items and may revise the bulleted
items provided below. The agenda reflects the current
estimate of time required for scheduled Board
meetings. The Commission may adjust this agenda in
accordance with the actual duration of Board meetings.
Interested parties should anticipate Boards starting
earlier or later than indicated herein. Check this link for
more information and updates to the meeting agenda.

Preliminary Meeting Agenda

Monday, April 29

1:30 — 4 pm: Atlantic Coastal Cooperative Statistics
Program Coordinating Council

Tuesday, April 30

9 - 11 am: American Lobster Management Board
11:15 - 11:45 am: Sciaenids Management Board
11:45 am - 12:45 pm: Lunch

12:45 - 2:15 pm: Atlantic Menhaden Management
Board


https://www.asmfc.org/home/2024-spring-meeting

1 - 5 pm: Law Enforcement Committee
2:30 - 5 pm: Horseshoe Crab Management Board
6 - 7 pm: Annual Awards of Excellence Reception

Wednesday, May 1

8 - 10 am: Executive Committee

8 - 11:15 am: Law Enforcement Committee
(continued)

10:15 - 11:45 am: Coastal Pelagics Management
Board

11:45 am - 1:15 pm: Lunch

11:45 am - 1:15 pm: Legislative and Governor
Appointees Luncheon

1:15 - 2:45 pm: Atlantic Striped Bass Management
Board

3 - 5 pm: American Eel Management Board

Thursday, May 2

8 - 8:45 am: Coastal Sharks Management Board
9 - 9:45 am: Spiny Dogfish Management Board

10 - 11:45 am: Interstate Fisheries Management
Program Policy Board

11:45 am - Noon: Commission Business Session

Atlantic City is one of the East Coast’s
Disappearing Cities, but Rising Sea Levels
Aren’t the Only Factor

By Frank Kummer,
Philadelphia Inquirer, March 14, 2024

The problem could be made worse because New
Jersey is sinking due to groundwater withdrawal
and other geological factors

Up to $20 billion worth of properties in Atlantic City
could face exposure to flooding in about 25 years under
sea level rise, according to new research published this
month in the journal Nature.

The article on “disappearing cities” on U.S.
coasts says that the sea level is projected to rise an
additional 10 inches by 2050, “increasing the
probability of more destructive flooding and inundation
in major cities.”

But the authors wrote that the impacts might be
made worse as coastal lands sink in a process known as
subsidence. New Jersey is very slowly sinking due to
geological conditions, as well as groundwater

withdrawal. The article states that subsidence is often
ignored when officials plan coastal management
policies.

A bulldozer spreading sand on the beach in front of the Ocean Casino
Resort in Atlantic City, May 12, 2023. The casino spent $700,000 of
its own money to rebuild the eroded beach. Wayne Parry / AP

In other words, the dual threat of rising seas and sinking
ground compound the potential for flooding.

“We have shown in this study that in most
coastal areas the land is sinking, but at different rates”
said lead author Leonard O. Ohenhen. “We measured
that using satellite data ... then we paired that with
projections of sea level change by 2050 to show that
significant areas of coastal cities will be affected by
significant flooding if no adaptation is taken.”

Sea level rise a ‘substantial challenge’

Ohenhen, a PhD candidate at Virginia Tech, and his
coauthors used projections for sea level and subsidence
to quantify potential flooding in 32 coastal cities. They
found that up to 800 miles of land, containing up to
273,000 people and 171,000 properties, are at risk.
Estimates run lower or higher depending on the level of
greenhouse gas emissions projected.

The authors wrote that sea level rise will “pose
a substantial socio-economic challenge” this century.
The average global sea level has risen more than half a
foot in the past 100 years, but that the rate of rise has
only accelerated “in the early twenty-first century in
response to warming temperatures.” And, even if
humans manage to stabilize temperatures in coming
decades, sea levels will continue to rise because of past
warming, they stated.

But sea levels along the coasts are rising faster
than the global average.


https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-07038-3#Fig2
https://www.nature.com/articles/s41586-024-07038-3#Fig2

Overall, the authors estimate, depending on
where low or high projections are used, that 176,000 to
518,000 people living in 94,000 to 288,000 properties
worth $32 to $109 billion will be exposed to flood risk
by 2050. The authors incorporated relative sea level
rise, which takes subsidence into account, for their
projections.

Of 11 cities on the Atlantic Coast, Miami, which has an
average elevation of about six feet, has the greatest land
mass at risk of flooding. Atlantic City ranks about fifth
in terms of land mass at risk.

The value of properties facing inundation by
2050 in Miami total from $5.5 billion to $30 billion.
Atlantic City falls second on the coast in that category,
with properties valued at $2.8 to $20 billion.

Those values are conservative estimates, the
authors say, because they don’t include infrastructure
such as airports, schools, hospitals, power plants, roads,
and railways.

Satellites show sinking land

Robert Kopp, a climate and sea-level scientist based at
Rutgers University, was one of the peer-reviewers of
the study. Kopp, who runs Rutgers’ Earth System
Science and Policy Lab, was a lead author of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change’s (IPCC)
2021 Sixth Assessment Report.

The Nature article says it found a better way to
calculate subsidence than the IPCC had used in some
reports. Kopp said the authors’ approach in using
satellite imagery to make the measurements made the

study unique. They showed subsidence could account
for 12% to 15% of the land that falls below sea level
along the Atlantic Coast by 2050. About half of that
subsidence can be attributed to man-made activities,
according to the authors.

Map showing the degree of vertical land movement, also known as
subsidence, and illustrates land that's sinking due to natural
geological factors as well as ground water withdrawal.

“The thing about the Jersey Shore is that we know the
primary reason why it’s sinking faster than say,
Manhattan, is because of groundwater withdrawal,”
Kopp noted.

Manhattan gets its drinking water from
reservoirs and lakes in the Hudson Valley and Catskill
Mountains. Atlantic City gets its drinking water from
two reservoirs and 12 wells that run 200 to 675 feet
deep.

Kopp noted that while the authors’ approach
was novel, it jibes with other research. He said that in
the 1950s, Atlantic City saw only one or two days of
“sunny day flooding” caused by high tides, not storms,
a year. NOAA research showed that had climbed to 13
days in 2021, with calls for a rise to 75 to 110 days by
2050.

The authors of the Nature article conclude that
addressing subsidence is one way to help.

“The overall goal of this study was to show the
compounding effect of sinking coasts, which most
people do not consider,” said Ohenhen, the lead author,
“We want to try to enlighten people about how adaption
will be useful in reducing the consequences.”

Part of the adaption, he said, is to regulate
factors causing subsidence and create policies that keep
carbon emissions low.

Link to original article



https://earthscipol.net/
https://earthscipol.net/
http://www.ipcc.ch/
https://www.nyc.gov/site/dep/water/drinking-water-frequently-asked-questions.page#:~:text=New%20York%20City%20gets%20its,miles%20north%20of%20the%20City.
https://acmua.org/about-us/#:~:text=Two%20surface%20water%20reservoirs%20(Kuehnle,The%20Pleasantville%20Water%20Treatment%20Plant
https://www.inquirer.com/science/climate/atlantic-city-sea-level-rise-20240313.html

The content just below including article on Mutant Fish
is excerpted from November 2004 JCAA Newsletter

Fisheries Managemcnt
& chislativc chort
By Tom Fote

The points made in the article below come as no
surprise to me. I have been expressing my concerns for
many years about the drugs and other chemicals being
released into the environment by sewer plants. There
has been considerable research and discussion about
the impact of PCBs, dioxin, mercury and many other
man-made chemicals that are being dumped into the
rivers, lakes and oceans. The state agencies and EPA
have made strides to reduce the discharge into the
environment. What is happening now is that we are just
beginning to realize the impact the drugs we take have
on the environment. Most people assume that when
you swallow a pill, your body absorbs the drug and that
is the end of it. However, what is really happening is
that our bodies discharge those drugs into the
environment. [ think this article is just scratching the
surface of this problem. It is my belief that these drug
compounds may have a huge impact on the
reproduction of all species in the environment. This is
why JCAA historically has opposed untested birth
control methods on animals in the wild. We need to
know the consequences of the drugs we take on the
environment and the consequences of any drugs we put
into the environment in other ways.

Mutant Fish Prompt Concern:
Study Focuses on Sewage Plants

By Theo Stein and Miles Moffeit
Denver Post, October 3, 2004

When Colorado biologist John Woodling and a team of
researchers pulled fish from the South Platte River and
Boulder Creek two years ago, they found deformities
they'd never seen before. Some had both male and
female sex tissue.

The fish, white suckers native to Colorado,
were swimming in the waters downstream of the
Denver area's largest sewage plants. And the team

found something else: Females far outnumbered males
in these wastewater soups.

"This is the first thing that ['ve seen as a scientist
that really scared me," said Woodling, 58, a retired
fisheries biologist with the Colorado Division of
Wildlife now working with the University of Colorado.

The discovery of these freak fish just below
Denver and Boulder has sent chills through the ranks of
the Environmental Protection Agency. When they
learned of Woodling's initial find, officials speedily
approved a $100,000 grant so his team could expand its
investigation.

Federal officials want to know whether the
abnormalities - the first of their kind discovered in
Colorado and perhaps the nation - are a result of the
chemical brew now flushed by state sewage treatment
plants. So far, the team can say only that they have
consistently found these changes in fish collected near
these two wastewater pipes.

After Denver, the towns of Brighton, Gilcrest,
Platteville, the Morgan County Water Quality District
and a host of small communities all the way to the
Nebraska border pump their drinking water from
shallow aquifers connected to the South Platte (see
graphic). But it is not known whether the chemicals are
present in their supplies.

What's more, little is known about how this
pharmacological cocktail affects those who might
consume it in drinking water.

One troubling group of these pollutants are
called endocrine disrupters because they either mimic
or upset hormones - in this case, estrogen - fooling the
hormone system of male fish into producing the cells
of female fish.

The CU team is now waist-deep in its quest to
determine whether disrupters in those wastewater flows
are turning boy fish into girl fish - or something in
between.

Officials with the Metro Wastewater
Reclamation District, the largest sewage treatment
agency between Los Angeles and St. Louis, cautioned
that it's too soon to tell what the fish deformities
represent.

"We're all concerned about it," said Barbara
Biggs, Metro Wastewater's governmental officer, who
added that the agency supports Woodling's research
and other studies into the chemicals. "We don't want to
leap to any conclusions yet. There are a lot of estrogen
sources in the environment, and this is going to take
time."



CU professor David Norris, the research project
leader, agrees. "We don't know the dose that produces
effects in this species." But the concentrations of
chemicals found in Boulder Creek are high enough to
cause the feminizing effect in other fish, added Alan
Vajda, a CU doctoral student on the research team.

The findings, which snagged the attention of the
EPA's highest echelons, may have been the best kept
secret in Colorado water science.

During the last five years, researchers with the
U.S. Geological Survey have found a striking range of
estrogen-related chemicals in Colorado waterways,
including the South Platte River and Boulder Creek,
where the team has found deformed fish.

Among the leading suspects in the gender-
bending fish phenomenon: excreted birth-control
hormones, natural female hormones, and commonly
used detergents, which can also mimic the chemical
structure of estrogen, one of nature's most potent and
important hormones.

Hormones are one of life's great chemical
messengers. Released by the body's glands, they travel
through the blood until they link with a target molecule,
like a key into a lock. They then transmit signals that
instruct a cell, among other actions, to produce proteins
or to multiply.

Hormones are involved in just about every
biological process: reproduction, growth, immune
function, even the development of a fetal brain.

They work in infinitesimal concentrations - as
low as parts per trillion or even parts per quadrillion.
And the hormones typically work in a tightly defined
window in an organism's development.

Endocrine disrupters work by transmitting
misinformation. A chemical that looks like estrogen,
for example, can lock onto a receptor molecule and
prevent a cell from receiving a necessary signal. Or it
might transmit a stronger or weaker signal than the
body's own hormone. And at the wrong time.

Norris, who was on Woodling's Ph.D.
committee, said that over the last 10 years, scientists
have documented the impact of endocrine disrupters on
everything from British trout to Florida alligators and
Arctic polar bears.

Little research has been done on the effects of
chronic low- dose estrogen exposure in humans. But
Norris pointed out that the estrogen-based pregnancy
aid DES resulted in cancers and reproductive disorders
in the children of mothers who took the drug in the
1950s and '60s.

Woodling's Colorado fish study began after he
read about the discovery of intersex trout below sewage
plants in Europe. Searching below Denver and Boulder
sewage plants, the researchers found only one species
that could survive in the effluent - the white sucker, a
homely bottom-feeder.

Woodling's first sample on the South Platte
below the Metro Wastewater plant produced 16
females and no males. But they also found four fish
whose reproductive organs were so mixed with male
and female tissues that they couldn't assign a gender.

Woodling quickly arranged a meeting with the
EPA. "Their eyes got real big," he said. "They told us
to put in the paperwork. It moved quickly. "The team
was given a grant to further their research with more
collections and more blood and tissue analysis. Among
their goals was to go upstream of the treatment plants
to see whether they could detect the same deformities.

The fish sampling results on Boulder Creek
were also disturbing. Just below the sewage plant
outflow pipe, the team collected 101 females, 12 males
and 10 intersex fish. Upstream of the sewage plant
outflow, the team found 42 females, 37 males and zero
intersex fish.

Although scientists have found these
"environmental estrogens" in surface waters, federal
and state regulatory agencies are not testing for them.
Neither are the companies supplying drinking water.

Thornton, which diverts drinking water from
the South Platte below the Bi-City Wastewater
Treatment Plant in Englewood, recently installed an
expensive reverse-osmosis water treatment system. It
removes low concentrations of organic chemicals and
endocrine disrupters, even though science has yet to
prove they're harmful, said Vic Lucero, Thornton's
water quality administrator.

As for other users of treated river water, Norris
advises them not to wait for regulations to catch up with
science. A 0.2-micron filter with an activated-charcoal
system will remove most endocrine disrupters as well
as other chemicals from tap water, Norris said.

Woodling and his team expect to have much of
their own research done by next spring. But, he said,
what he's found already is profoundly unsettling. "It's
one thing to kill a river," said Woodling. "It's another
thing to kill nature. If you're messing with the hormonal
balance in your aquatic community, you're going deep
down. You're twiddling with how life proceeds."

Post researcher Monnie Nilsson contributed to this report.



The content just below including article on Male Bass
is excerpted from December 2004 JCAA Newsletter

Fisheries Managcmcnt
& chislativc chort
By Tom Fote

Last month we included an article in the JCAA
newspaper from the Denver Post entitled “Mutant Fish

2

Prompt Concern.” This month we have included an
article from the Washington Post entitled “Male Bass
in the Potomac Producing Eggs.” These articles
confirm JCAA’s growing concern about drugs, both
prescription and nonprescription, entering the
environment. We have known for some time about the
impact of PCBs, dioxin and mercury on wildlife and
humans. We are seeing increasing evidence that drugs
have a similar and possibly a more disastrous impact on
all of us. These two studies represent the tip of the
iceberg. Ongoing studies worldwide are showing
similar results. Wherever fisheries management is
discussed, this topic is included. This issue was the
subject of discussion at the ASA meeting, at the
ASMFC meeting, NJ DEP, Federal EPA and Fish and
Wildlife Service. The scary part is that these drugs may
not only kill wildlife but may also be responsible for
mutations.

We know how to keep PCBs, mercury and
dioxin out of the environment. We now have a plan to
end or diminish the impact of the release of these
chemicals into the environment. Right now we don’t
even know the source of all of these drugs. We don’t
know if they are antibiotics fed to chickens, hormones
given to cattle, or the medications we take. In order to
grow the food necessary to feed the earth’s growing
population, it is expedient to feed our livestock
increasing amounts of drugs so they can be housed in
confined spaces and grow at faster rates. Even if we
work to lessen the amount of drugs that enter the
environment through agriculture, there would still be
many drugs that enter the environment because of
human consumption. No one is suggesting that we
should not take drugs to enhance and extend human
life. But we need to look at the impact of these drugs,
find out exactly how and where they are entering the
environment and investigate if there is anything that
can be done to protect the ecosystem.

We really don’t have all the information we
need to make long-term decisions. In addition, we lack
the technology to deal with drugs that enter the
environment in minute parts per trillion through the
sewage system. The one thing I think we can do right
now is minimize the impact of expired drugs that are
either flushed or put in the landfill. We need to look at
a recycling program like the existing program for
expired batteries. Some of the drug chains could serve
as collection points for expired or unused drugs. This
would keep at least these drugs out of the environment
while we continue to investigate other options. This is
a worldwide problem but we need to start in our own
backyard. JCAA is looking to form a coalition to
pursue these issues and solutions. If you have any
suggestions or comments or would like to help work on
this issue, please contact us.

Male Bass in Potomac Producing Eggs
Pollution Suspected Cause of Anomaly in
River's South Branch

By David A. Fahrenthold
Washington Post, October 15, 2004

MOOREFIELD, W.Va. -- The South Branch of the
Potomac River is as clear as bottled water here, where
it rolls over a bed of smooth stones about 230 miles
upstream from Washington. But there is a mystery
beneath this glassy surface.

Many of the river's male bass are producing
eggs. Scientists believe this inversion of nature is being
caused by pollution in the water. But they say the exact
culprit is still unknown: It might be chicken estrogen
left over in poultry manure, or perhaps human
hormones dumped in the river with processed sewage.
Chances are, it is not something that federal and state
inspectors regularly test for in local waters.

The discovery has made the South Branch the
latest example of an emerging national problem:
Hormones, drugs and other man-made pollutants
appear to be interfering with the chemical signals that
make fish grow and reproduce.

While researchers look for answers in West
Virginia, other scientists are testing Rock Creek, and
another group is seeking financial support to test the
rest of the Potomac to see whether they can find the
same troubling effects downstream.

"Whatever's doing this to the fish may be the
canary in the mineshaft," said Margaret Janes, a West



Virginia activist with the Appalachian Center for the
Economy and the Environment.

Scientists say it's still too early to tell what these
findings will mean for the bass population in the South
Branch; they aren't sure whether the affected males are
still able to reproduce. And no one is aware of any
effects on human health in the Potomac watershed. But
scientists believe that fish might be the first to absorb
any dangerous chemicals that might later affect
humans. "They're likely to be hit first," said Mike
Focazio, a researcher with the U.S. Geological Survey.
"We look there, and it seems to be happening."

The situation in West Virginia was discovered
by accident, when scientists from the state and the
geological survey were called in to investigate reports
that fish in the South Branch were developing lesions
and dying en masse. They dissected dozens of bass
caught last summer, mainly smallmouth bass. They
found no obvious cause for the lesions or deaths, but
did discover that 42 percent of the male bass had
developed eggs inside their sex organs.

The study surprised scientists. Though the
South Branch has been cited for problems with bacteria
from poultry manure, state officials said it did well on
most aspects of water-quality testing. "We always have,
and still do, look at this as one of our highest-quality
fisheries," said Patrick Campbell of the state
Department of Environmental Protection. "It's counter-
intuitive to think we would have this type of problem
out there."

But the problem is there: A follow-up survey in
the spring found even higher rates of "intersex" bass --
as the affected males are called. A study of 66 male
smallmouths from the South Branch found that about
79 percent showed such symptoms, according to U.S.
Geological Survey data.

The scientists are now analyzing water samples
from the South Branch and the Cacapon River -- a
nearby Potomac tributary where intersex bass were also
found. The chemicals they're looking for now are not
the well-known pollutants that the state already tests
for, such as nitrogen and phosphorus from manure and
metals from mine runoff. Instead, the culprit is
probably in a class called "emerging contaminants,"
which includes everything from caffeine and
prescription drugs to hormones excreted by livestock or
humans.

Some of these pollutants have been linked to
developmental problems in wildlife. Scientists believe
that fish, especially, absorb hormones from other

animals, as well as other chemicals that their bodies
mistake for hormones.

One recent study near sewage plants in
Colorado found male fish whose bodies were trying to
produce eggs and some females whose reproductive
systems were out of sync. Other studies have found
similar effects from the hormones in cow manure and
from chemicals from a wood-pulp plant. "It is certainly
an alarming situation that we're seeing more and more
gross effects," said David O. Norris, a professor who
worked on the Colorado study.

These emerging contaminants were hard to
detect without the finely tuned equipment developed
recently. The first nationwide survey, conducted in
1999 and 2000, found hormones in about 37 percent of
the streams surveyed and caffeine in more than half.

The only testing in the Potomac, done in
Washington in 2002, found low levels of caffeine, plus
the insecticide DEET and chemicals produced when a
body breaks down nicotine. There were also a few
suspected endocrine disruptors, including chemicals
found in hand soap and household cleaners.

As of now, little is done to test for these
chemicals -- either in river water or in drinking water.
The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency has not set
standards, saying more research is needed to determine
which contaminants are harmful and what levels are
unsafe.

West Virginia, Virginia, Maryland and the
District do not test river water regularly for drugs or
hormones. The same goes for drinking water after it is
processed by the Washington Aqueduct, supplying the
District, Arlington County and Falls Church, and the
Washington Suburban Sanitary Commission.

Still, the West Virginia study has spurred
scientists to look for more information. Researchers at
the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service are seeking money
for a much larger study across the Potomac watershed.
They want to look for intersex bass and potentially
disruptive chemicals in sites including the Blue Plains
sewage plant in Southwest Washington.

Another federal study is underway in Rock
Creek, looking for intersex symptoms and other health
problems in a species of fish called white suckers.

Scientists across the region stressed that their
work is just beginning. "We really don't know what's
going on," said Vicki S. Blazer, a researcher for the
geological survey in West Virginia.



JCAA Membership Report
By John Toth

The JCAA is in the process of moving from its
Lakewood office to Camp Evans in NJ. Because of this
move, we cannot mail the forms for dues payments
since our computers have been disconnected. We do
not know when they will be up and running to send our
dues invoices to you as we usually do. Until then, I
would appreciate your sending your club dues,
sponsorships, and Associate Memberships payments to
me at my home address at:

John Toth
24 Kings Mill Road,
Monroe Twp. NJ 08831

Make your checks for payment to JCAA.

e Club dues are still at $50.
e Sponsorships are $50, $100, $250, $500

Y our sponsorships will be recorded on the cover page
of our monthly JCAA newsletter. Clubs who give
JCAA sponsorships of $250, $500, or $1000 will
receive newsletter cover-page ad of ', full, and double
business card size respectively.

I'have received checks from these clubs as payment for
their membership dues and sponsorships: Hi-Mar
Striper Club - $500, Manasquan Fishing Club -
$300, Salt Water Anglers of Bergen County - $100,
Raritan Bay - $50, Spring Live Liners - $50 dues &
$50 purchase of JCAA Raffle Tickets, Paul Shafer -
$200 Sponsorship, Jon Brunetti - $100 Sponsorship.
Thank You!

Mark Taylor and I have been invited to give a
Power Point presentation about the JCAA to the
Sunrise Rod & Gun club during April 5, 2024.

If you are still interested in having a
presentation to your club, please contact me at my
address mentioned above. To schedule a presentation,
I need to know the date, time, and address of your club
meeting and a contact person to coordinate with. I have
been contacting clubs to schedule a presentation and I
would appreciate your getting back to me at your
earliest convenience.

Our next JCAA General Membership meeting
be on March 26th, 2024, and it will be held as an in-

person meeting at the Shark Anglers Building in
Herbertsville and by ZOOM starting at 7:30 p.m.

I can be contacted at tothjohn@verizon.net or at (732)
656-0139 if you have any questions.

Youth Education Report

By Greg Kucharewski

33k ANNUAL GOVERNOR’S
SURF FISHING TOURNAMENT

The 33rd Annual Governor’s Surf Fishing Tournament
(GSFT) will be held at Island Beach State Park on
Sunday, May 19, 2024. Get ready to enter the largest
surf fishing tournament along the Jersey Shore. Don’t
miss a day of family fishing fun! Pick up a brochure
about the tournament at Island Beach State Park or at
your favorite tackle dealer. Admission to the park is
FREE for the tournament. Win prizes. Register here.

We would like to remind our physically challenged
anglers that there is an area at OBA 1 with beach
wheelchairs available. Anglers that are not able to walk
in the sand can now get to the water and try surf fishing.
The JCAA Youth Education Committee is helping
novice and physically challenged anglers at the
Governor's Surf Fishing Tournament. Celebrity Ford
Toms River, NJ will assist physically challenged
anglers with a NEW 2024 4x4 VIP vehicle to transport
anglers that will fish the reserved area in front of OBA
1. Members of the Vietnam Veterans of America
(Chapter 12) and volunteer anglers from various fishing
clubs will also aid physically challenged anglers. If you
know a disabled veteran or angler that would like to fish
the tournament, please phone Kevin Nolan, American
Warrior Outdoors at 732-504-5492.



mailto:tothjohn@verizon.net
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/2024-governors-surf-fishing-tournament-early-registration-tickets-771762170427

4x4 VOLUNTEER JUDGES NEEDED
AT ISLAND BEACH STATE PARK

The State of New Jersey 33rd Annual Surf Fishing
Tournament at IBSP is looking for volunteer judges to
ride the beach during the tournament and verify the
length of fish caught by contestants.

Volunteers that would like to be a part of the
tournament and measure fish will receive a 2024 Judges
hat and compensation for fuel on the beach. We already
have some Play HOOK-e from PTSD veteran
volunteers signed up to judge.

For details, please contact Ken Hollins, Judge
Chairman to become a volunteer judge, email to
rugburnsbleed55@optimum.net or phone Gary Conk
@ 1-609-556-9241.

HOOKED ON FISHING 2024
TEAM LEADER TRAINING

Please do not register if you are not able to make the
entire training. April 26-28, 2024, Lighthouse Center
for Natural Resource Education, 7th St. and Navajo
Dr., Waretown, NJ 08758. Arrive Friday, April 26, by
6:30 p.m.; depart Sunday, April 28, around 4:00 p.m.
To participate in Team Leader Training, please
complete and submit the questionnaire.

NJDEP Fish & Wildlife partners with schools,
community, and faith-based organizations to establish
youth fishing teams. Teams are led by an adult(s) who
dedicate their time, skills, and energy to implement the
program. This training is to prepare YOU to LEAD a
group of youth in the program from beginning to end.

The training is intended for adults interested in
leading and/or assisting with a youth fishing team as
part of the Hooked on Fishing Program. There is a $65

non-refundable fee that covers training materials, meals
and overnight accommodation.

To register for the training, complete the form
at this link. Then make your check or money order
payable to “CWF of NJ” and mail to: NJ Fish &
Wildlife, 605 Pequest Road, Oxford NJ 07863, Attn:
HOFNOD. Your registration is complete upon receipt
of your registration fee. An email will be sent to you
confirming your participation along with supplemental
information to support making the most of your
experience. For questions about the training, please
send an email to hofnod@dep.nj.gov.

Deadline to register is April 12, 2024. You can also
visit this page for more info.

BECOME A CERTIFIED
NJ HOFNOD INSTRUCTOR

There is a $60 non-refundable fee which covers meals,
lodging, materials/supplies, and helps offset training
costs. Please do not register if you cannot commit to the
entire weekend.

To register, please complete the registration
form which provides instructions on how to submit the
required fee. Visit the NJ HOFNOD website to view a
group near you.

JCAA YOUTH EDUCATION

Learn about how you can help protect
recreational fishing. Become a member volunteer or an
associate member to support the voice of recreational
anglers. Is recreational marine fishing getting better or
worse? Let us know so we can do something about
making saltwater fishing better for the future of fishing.
Become a JCAA associate member today. Click this
link to register.

HIGH SCHOOL SURF FISHING CHALLENGE
AT ISLAND BEACH STATE PARK

The Jersey Coast Anglers Youth Education Committee
1s encouraging high school students to participate at the
Island Beach State Park 33rd Annual Surf Fishing
Tournament. High school teams are already gearing up
for the tournament. Five students per team plus a high
school representative must accompany each high
school team. If you know a school team that would like
to register for this event, please email Karen Byrne at:
karen.byrne@dep.nj.gov.



https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&token=27fda5821fc14aac99629ede2cea5ba9&id=0cN2UAI4n0uzauCkG9ZCp5w15W9n46lBpWIJ9XvENcRURUFJMVAyQ1ZXOEIyREtBU1lKNk1FNVVUOS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/DesignPageV2.aspx?subpage=design&token=27fda5821fc14aac99629ede2cea5ba9&id=0cN2UAI4n0uzauCkG9ZCp5w15W9n46lBpWIJ9XvENcRURUFJMVAyQ1ZXOEIyREtBU1lKNk1FNVVUOS4u
mailto:hofnod@dep.nj.gov
https://dep.nj.gov/event/hooked-on-fishing-team-leader-training-2024-04-26/
http://www.state.nj.us/dep/fgw/hofnodnj.htm
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001cO2EsNyLCYmarKeian0EQn49CEFQe-An
https://visitor.r20.constantcontact.com/manage/optin?v=001cO2EsNyLCYmarKeian0EQn49CEFQe-An
mailto:karen.byrne@dep.nj.gov

Please visit the JCAA Website for updates and don’t
forget to register for the Free NJ Saltwater Recreational
Registry Program.

SHARK RIVER SURF ANGLERS
2024 TROUT CONTEST FOR KIDS

NEWARK BAIT AND FLY-CASTING CLUB
KID’S FISHING CLINIC

Newark Bait and Fly-Casting Club Kid's Fishing Night
had Liz Jackson from NJ “Hooked On Fishing Not On
Drugs” as their guest speaker for the night. Visit their
website to view details. Later this spring, NBFCC will
host their annual veteran fishing trip on the Big
Mohawk out of Belmar on June 10%,

38TH ANNUAL HOOKED ON THE HUDSON

Saturday, April 27, 2024, FREE Fishing Contest from
9:00am to 3:00 pm. The HRFA will supply all
equipment and bait free for your children to use!
Fishing information and assistance will be available.

Prizes awarded. Find more information and details at
this link.

FINS FOR FREEDOM
VETERAN FISHING TRIPS

Fins For Freedom will take place on May 18, 2024.
Fishing and the day's events will be held at Atlantic
Highlands Municipal Marina, 2 Simon Lake Drive
Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716. For more information
visit their website.

9th ANNUAL HOFNOD
YOUTH FISHING CHALLENGE

NJ Fish and Wildlife presents its ninth annual Get
Hooked On Fishing, Not On Drugs Youth Fishing
Challenge on the weekend of June 1%-2"¢. The free
event is held and multiple locations throughout New
Jersey and each may have their own start and end times.
For list of host sites and other information, monitor this
page at NJ DEP.

WOMEN VETERAN AND ACTIVE-DUTY
FISHING DAY

Click image to learn more or to register, email
Karen Noe at scotpfriends@gmail.com.



https://www.nj.gov/dep/saltwaterregistry/
https://www.nj.gov/dep/saltwaterregistry/
https://www.nbfcc.org/
https://thehrfa.org/youth-angling/
https://www.finsforfreedom.org/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/fishing/hooked-on-fishing-not-on-drugs-youth-fishing-challenge/
https://dep.nj.gov/njfw/fishing/hooked-on-fishing-not-on-drugs-youth-fishing-challenge/
mailto:scotpfriends@gmail.com
https://sharkriversurfanglers.com/contest%20kids%20area.html
https://mailchi.mp/e0a04e8cf747/play-hook-e-welcome-email-15547138

Please Support our
Sponsors!

2023 Sponsors List

Grand Prize Sponsors

e New Jersey Outboards —
www.njoutboards.com

e Yamaha - www.yamahaoutboards.com

Gold Sponsors ($1000+)

e Engel Coolers — www.engelcoolers.com

e Fisherman’s Headquarters —
fishermansheadquarters.com

e Jersey Nutz Sportfishing —
jerseynutzsportfishing.com

e Liberty Landing Marina —
www.libertylandingmarina.com

e Pure Fishing — www.purefishing.com
e Sea Owl Sportfishing — (see on FB)

e South Harbor Marina — 116 Oregon Ave,
Waretown, NY (609) 693-3658

Silver Sponsors ($500+)

e Aqua Traction of the Mid-Atlantic —
www.aquatractionmidatl.com

e Rich Hunsinger Custom Rods — (732) 779-

2604

Bronze Sponsors (5200+)

e Captain’s Inn — www.captainsinnnj.com

e Creekside Outfitters —
www.creeksideoutfittersnj.com

Forked River Tuna Club —
www.forkedrivertunaclub.com

Grumpy’s B&T — www.grumpystackle.com

Imperium Outfitters —
www.imperiumoutfitters.com

Jersey Coast Shark Anglers — Brick, NJ (see
on FB)

Key Harbor Marina -
www.keyharbormarine.com

Natural Balance —
www.thenbpowerbracelet.com

Palmarius Rods —
www.palmariusrods.com

Playing Hooky — www.playinghookynj.com
Tackle World (Jigging World) —
www.tackleworld.com

Alan Robinson — www.themapguy.com
Viking Eyewear —
vikingeyewear@gmail.com

Raffle, Door Prize and Gift Auction
Sponsors

24/7 Lures — www.247lures.com

All American Tackle Company —
www.allamericantacklecompany.com

Atlantic B&T —
www.atlanticbaitandtackle.com

Avon Products — Carol Ridgeway (609)
607-9702

Bait Mule Gulp Containers — (see on FB)

Beach Haven Charter Fishing Association
—www.bhcfa.net

Betty and Nick’s B&T — www.betty-n-
nicks.com

Bob’s Bay Marina —
www.bobsbaymarina.com

Bob’s Square Deal Hardware — (see on FB)
Bonanza Fishing — www.bonanza2.com


http://www.fishermansheadquarters.com/
http://www.jerseynutzsportfishing.com/

Captain Bill’s Landing — (see on FB)

Captain Crum Jigs and Rigs — Bob
Fitzpatrick (609) 536-2079

Catch All Tackle — www.catchalltackle.com
Chatter Lures — www.chattterlures.com

Dead Eye Dog’s Custom Lures — (410) 259-
6580

DL Fender — dIfender.com
Fin-Atics — www.fin-atics.com

Fisherman Magazine —
www.thefisherman.com

Fishermen’s Den —
www.fishbox.tv/Belmar/FishermansDen

Five Star Cutlery —
www.fivestarcutlery.com

FJR Lures — (see on FB)

Gambler Fishing —
www.gamblerfishing.net

George Kalwa Fine Arts — (see on FB)

Great Bay Marina —
www.greatbaymarina.com

Greever Custom Fishing — (856) 381-7916
Hi-Mar Striper Club — www.hi-mar.com

Hook House B&T —
www.hookhousebaitandtackle.com

Hudson River Fishermen’s Association —
www.hrfanj.org

Island X Lures — www.islandxlures.com
J&B Tackle — (see on FB)
Jersey Jetts Tackle — (732) 389-8343

Jim Levison Photo -
www.jimlevisonphoto.com
Jim’s Bait and Tackle —
www.jimsbaitandtackle.com

Johnny’s Tackle —
www.johnnyotackle.com

Kevin Bogan’s Custom Rods —
www.kevinbogans.com

Lacey Marine — www.laceymarine.com
Long Key Marina —
www.longkeymarina.com

M3Tackle — www.m3tackle.com

Manhatten Tackle —
www.manhattantackle.com

Miss Belmar Princess —
www.missbelmar.com

Mistic Plugs — Anthony Ricardo (609) 709-
4147

Norma K Il -
www.normaksportfishing.com

North Atlantic Jigs — www.najigs.com

Northbar Tackle —
www.northbartackle.com

NY Damascus Cutlery —
www.nydamascuscutlery.com

One Stop Bait and Tackle — (see on FB)
Papa’s Plugs — papasplugs@gmail.com
Pappy’s Pride —
www.pappyspridefishing.com

Pell’s Bait and Tackle — Brick, NJ (see on
FB)

Rich Metzger Studios —
www.richmetzgerstudios.com

Sporting Wood —
www.northbartackle.com
Tak Waterman — takwaterman.com

Tony D’s Bucktails — Tony DeCicco (215)
359-5659

Vinner Baits — www.vinnerbaits.com



$31,000 Boat Motor Trailer Package
Door Prize for the JCAAFluke Tournament
$27,000 16ft Godfrey Pontoon Boat & Trailer

Awarded on June 23, 2023 during the JCAA Tournament Awards Ceremony

Donated by New Jersey Outboards
105 Atlantic City Blvd

Bayville, NJ (732) 505-3002

$4,000 25HP Engine Donated by Yamaha

@YAMAHA



Fluke Tournament Sponsor
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Introducing Authority™, the
spinning reel with a name
that is set in steel. PENN®’s
first IPX8 fully sealed body
wrapped around a best-in-
class stainless steel gear
train and a 12-plus-one
stainless steel ball bearing
system. All eight sizes and
select high speed models
come with a Dura-Drag™
system that can handle
anything the ocean dishes
out, making Authority the
most durable reel ever seated.
PENN. LET THE BATTLE BEGIN™.




888-272-9838 | ENGELCOOLERS.COM | 900 Jupiter Park Drive | Jupiter, FL 33458 | info@engelcoolers.com




We need the support of your
club and its members

Your club should be a member of JCAA and
make a difference for only $50 a year. Your
club will have a voice in all JCAA positions that
affect your fishing future. Your club will re-
ceive up-to-date information on vital issues each
month. Look for club membership link on the JCAA
home page or complete application below.

Club Membership Application

Club Name:

President's
Name:

Pres. Address:
Street

City

State Zip

Ph. #

Fax #

Please make check $50 payable to JCAA

Individuals can join JCAA as an
Associate Member

Membership is now  free! Sign up as an
Associate Member and receive monthly JCAA News
that gives you the most up-to-date news about
Fisheries Management and Environmental Issues. If you
would like to support the goals of JCAA, please
contribute if you are able. Look for the Subscribe
button on the JCAA home page or complete application
below.

JCAA Associate Member Application

Date New  Renewal

Name

Street

City

State Zip

Email

Ph. #

If contributing, please make check payable to JCAA

JCAA SPONSORSHIP

The JCAA has 4 levels of sponsorship
$50, $100, $250 & $500

individuals
help by  becoming
are recognized in our
information call JCAA

Dues can also

pro-vide

paying clubs or
additional
Sponsors. Sponsors
newspaper.  For more
at 732-506-6565.

Become a JCAA sponsor and help our cause.
As you can see by our newspaper many of
our member clubs are also JCAA sponsors. If
your club is not contact us today to become
one. With all the new battles we are engaged
in, we need to raise more funds in order to
be effec-tive. Become a sponsor now and help us

to continue the fight.

COMMITTEES & CHAIRPERSONS

Legislative Tom Fote 732-270-9102
tfote@jcaa.or
Office Manager Paul Turi 732-506-6565
jcaa@)jcaa.org

732-674-7060
732-674-7060

Access: (North)
Access: (South)

George Browne
George Browne

Blackfish Paul Haertel 973-943-8201
Blue claw Crab Bill Browne 732-504-9344
Blue Fish Al Marantz 732-859-0020
Habitat Paul Eidman 732-614-3373
Fluke Paul Haertel 973-943-8201
Forage Fish Paul Eidman 732-614-3373

609-913-2281
732-793-7871

Highly Migratory Species Eric Engard
Science & Research Bruce Freeman

Seabass Paul Haertel 973-943-8201
Sponsorship Frank Richetti 732-477-3120
Striped Bass Paul Haertel 973-943-8201
Ways & Means Don Marantz 908-347-1434
Webmaster Phil V. Celmer jcaa@jcaa.org

Youth Education Greg Kucharewski  732-840-9197

If you would like to receive JCAA Email alerts
email your Name, Club, if you belong to one,

and your interest to tfote@jcaa.org or just go to the
JCAA Web and subscribe from there.
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1st Tuesday

www.Hi-Mar.com

Meetings: Hi-Mar Striper Club

of month 2024 Spring
7:30 PM Striped Bass
Tournament
VFW Post 2179
Port June 1, 2024
Monmouth Captains Meeting
Middletown May 31
Route 36 Hi
New Members I;ma'r.;om
Welcome P. 0. Box 126 Middletown, NJ 07748 or o

Fish the “Elite Fleet”

Beach Haven
Charter Fishing Association
Boats fishing from Beach Haven and Tuckerton, NJ
www.BeachHavenCharterFishing.com

(asino-Hoto!
A Mokéjav\ Su'\

PROPERTY

RESORTS

42nd Annual
2-Day Fluke
Tournament

TBD

P.O. Box 513 Atlantic Highlands, NJ 07716
Monthly Meetings 2nd Friday of the month at the senior build-
ing in Atlantic Highlands (www.sandyhookbayanglers.com)

WE BUILD REEFS

with proceeds from the
“Tuna Mania Tournament”
June 10th 11th 12th & 13th

Call the Greater Point Pleasant Charter Boat As-
soc. to become involved:

732-892-3666

Compliments of

Janice & Joe Blaze
Brielle, NJ






